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Synopsis

Since the fourth century, when Spanish monks first started signing to communicate during their
vows of silence, sign language has been used in religious communities of all faiths. Present-day
American Sign Language (ASL) carries on that tradition. Like any living language, it continues to
grow and change to meet the communication needs of an ever more diverse religious population.
This comprehensive guide, newly revised, updated, and expanded, gives you all the vocabulary you
need to communicate effectively in any religious setting. From Alleluia to Zizith, more than 750 signs
and their specific meanings Large, clear, upper-torso illustrations that show the corresponding
movements of hands, body, and face Easy-to-follow instructions to help you master the art of
expressing signs A complete index for quick access to any signWith an essential section of religious
a cename signs,a « the addition of signs for the Muslim faith, and an expanded selection of favorite
verses, prayers, and blessings, this book is an indispensable resource for signers of all
denominations. Written with expertise by an educator and author associated with the field of
deafness for more than thirty years, it makes communicating by ASL in a religious setting simple

and easy, no matter your level of experience.

Book Information

Paperback: 352 pages

Publisher: Bantam; Rev Upd edition (September 29, 2009)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0553386190

ISBN-13: 978-0553386196

Product Dimensions: 7.8 x 0.8 x 10.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.6 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.5 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (107 customer reviews)
Best Sellers Rank: #56,156 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #33 inA Books > Reference >

Words, Language & Grammar > Sign Language #682 inA Books > Textbooks > Reference

Customer Reviews

This text, like others from Elaine Costello, is comprehensive concerning religious signs. | did not say
exhaustive. There is no such thing. The geographic and cultural variations are too great to fully
document in one text. Contrary to another reviewer, there are not wrong signs in this book. The
reviewer mistook geographic variation with which she was not familiar for mistakes. But Elaine

Costello isn’'t going to offer wrong signs! She’s an expert and it’s just not going to happen. This text,



along with the medical sign dictionary, should be used with the American Sign Language dictionary
she published in the early 90’s, which is also comprehensive. There are many other sign books out
there, and many have come to think that "The Joy of Signing" is about the best. But it's far from it.
It's good, but it doesn’t actually present American Sign Language; rather, it presents Signed
English. One is better off just grouping together Costello’s comprehensive resources for referencing
signs and then buying ASL grammar books to supplement. If, on the other hand, one wants to learn
Signed English--which is not accepted in the Deaf community--then buy all the sign dictionaries you
want and skip the grammar books.Costello has set the standard for sign language dictionaries and
there’s really no need for others to produce their own competitive versions. Costello should just
continue to expand her current works and also produce other specialized dictionaries as she did
with the religious and medical field. The next one she should produce is a legal dictionary. Others
should consider writing books which better explain the grammar of the language of the Deaf
community.
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